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HEB. Chap: XI. Part of the 1ft. verſe: 
Faith 1s the Evidence of things not ſeen. 


Dearly Beloved, 


Ho was the Author of this famous Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
| | whiether St. Paul, as Cornelins a mn and*his Diſci- 
/ pleSt. Jerome would have it, or whether it was writ- 


| ten by ſome other converted Jew, which was the 
opinion of Alexander ab Alexandro and ſome other Latheran Divines 
that oppoſed the-proceedings of the Council of Con#axce in the ſixth? 
Century, it 1s not material here to determine, For my part I muit 
own that St. Paul ſeems to, have the faireſt title to it, but thoThave 
Swors to a thouſand bold things in my time; yet I'would not ſwear;. 
Beloved, that this Epiſtle was written- by the aforeſaid Apoſtle... 
But leaving this Controverſie where we found it, let us -now- pro-- 
ceed to our Text.. Faith is the Evidence of things not ſeen... 
From which words.I draw theſe four Propoſitions, . 

Firſt, That Faith is an Evtdence.. | 
Secondly, If Faith is an. Evidence , that av Evidence conſequently.. 
ought to be beietved, | "TP | | 

Thirdly, That there are.many things talked off inthe worlt, that were: 
zever ſeen. | E | 

Fourthly and Laſtly, That'a» Evidence and through him anyNation, . 
may, nay ought to believe in things not ſeen} 
Firſt, Tay then that Faith is a» Evidence... The: ſacred Writer - 


of this Epiſtle politively afſerts it, how then: dares any man. that . 
profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian, revile, cenſure; and ſpeak eontume--- 
lious things of any Evidence.. Idor't ſpeak this becauſe:it was my: - 
OWN: Caſttobe:one of. this number;. but becauſe the-trutlf requires:- 

| ; it. 
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- it; and the'truth ought never to be-ſtifled. An Evidence ought to 
be reſpeed, and his words ſhould in all civilized Nations be re-" 
ceived for'Oracles, for if Faith is an Evidence why then may not © 
we be ſaved by an Evidence as well as by Faith ? I believe, my Belov- 
ed you remember the time when' I was the-'top Evidence in, the 
horrid Popiſh Plot, but if you don't, Ido. When ever I cameto 
Weſtminſter-Hall, or to the O!d Baily, 'or toany well-atteted Coffee- 
houſe in the City, the people ran in ſhoals to view my perſon, and 
, made a lane for-me as I paſſed along. One cry*d-make room for. 
the King's Evidence there. How, ſays his Neighbour, is the Gen- 
tleman there with his mouth in the middle of his face, he that ſavd. 
our Wives and Daughters from being raviſhed by the Man of 
Sin, Thus was I reſpetted, and admired by all: Truly I may 
ſay it without vanity, that little Exglard, never ſinceit was little Eng- 
{aad- had fo much Faith, as when the Lord made me: his unwor- 
thy inſtrument to broach the Popiſh Plot at both ends. . The Na- 
tion believ'd my Salamanca degree, and the Whitc-horje Conſult, they 
believed my Forty thouſand Filgrims with black Bills, and Father 
Trelana's forty thoutand Maſſes. In ſhort they ineffe&t believed; when 
I faid the words, that Chalk was Cheeſe, and that Cheeſe was Chalk. 
Theſe were bleſſed times, now my Beloved, for an Evidence to live 
in. And accordingly then it proſper'd with the Nation for their ex= 
traordinary Faith. We hanged up ſcores of Idolatrous Prieſts, 
and ſent their Biſhops to Graſs ; we ſeized their Collars of Brawn ._ 
for concealed: Jeſuits, and rheir Silver Tankards, and Gold Watches 
for Popiſh relicks. In ſhort we made the Whore of Babylon take 
down her ſign, ſo that the Proteſtant Religion flouriſhed exceeding- 
ly. But when the Nation began orcce to be poſſeſt with the Spirit 
of Infidelity, and my Evtbence was not: recewed as formerly, ob- 
{:rve then my Beloved how the Lord powr*d. the vial of his indig- 
nation upon theſe ſinful people. Popery came upon us like an ar- 
med man, and Superſtition over-ran our Paſtures likea Flood. Mag- 
dalen-College was diſparked and laid out to the Common ; the Boys 
of St. Omers bearded us in Weftminiter-Hall, we had four Popiſh 
' Biſhips likethe four winds blowing fromthe fourcarners of the NAP. 
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he Monks walked publickly in their Habits ; and Carted Bawds 
id the impudence to ſet up for Converts. This in ſhort was the 
-ondition of our Aﬀairs, when my Evidence was rejected, and my 
Teſtimony ' turn'd out of doors. Thus I have made it plain that 
Faith is au Evidence. | 
T come now to the Second point, If faith then is an Evidence, .it 
oltows conſequently that an Evidence ought to be believed, The Talmud 
obſerves thatthe Prophers in the old Teſtament were called Evidences 
and it was a proper title, for they confirmed their meſſages with an 
Oath. As my Soul liveth faith Nathan to David in Samuel, to in- 
ſtance in no more. TIs it not plain and manifeſt therefore, that an 
Evidence is to be believed ? Moreover, as it is faid, that wo mer is 4 
Prophet is his own Country, may it not (ſuch is the incredulity of 
this Apoſtate age) be apphed to the Evidences, viz. that no man 
15s an Evtdence in his own Country. As I told you befare, Bre- 
thren, my Evidence was received at firft, and how? why Unver- 
fally, by King, Lords and Commons. I had my Guard of Beef- 
eaters to prote&t me from po dye or aſſaſſinated, my ten 
pound per Week duly paid without deductions, Veniſon Paſties 
 Jand Weftphalia-Hams flew to my Table without ſending for, I was 
2 as much fſtaredat, at the —— ——— and at Dick's, as a Fo- 

; reign Ambaſſador,when he makes his entry through Fleerffreer. But 
4 when an Unbelieving Generation of Scoffers ſtrated up, of whom the 
} O5/ervator was the Ring-lkeader, and beganto examine my Narrative 
$ with the Carnal Eye of Reaſon ; when they were ſo malicious and 
5 71] natured as to lay afide their Faith, and to enquire after the cre- 
# dibility of the things by me depoſed.; when they impudently afſer- * 
z ted that my Plot would not hold water, and that there were ſeveral 
7 1rreconcileable contradiftions in my Book never to be ſolved, then 
theſe Sons of Amaleck negleted me their Deliverer and Saviour, 
who like. Samſon flew their Enemies with the Jawbone of an Aſs. 
It fell out unluckily for me, I muſt own that T{wore Circumciſion, 
a thing that may eaſily be diſcovered, upon the Mimifter of Dake's 
7 place. : My forty thouſand Spaxish Pilgrims were improbable Devils 
1 with a witneſs, for who the plague could bring ſo many bf *em to- 
gether? however, though. they on” ſo fooliſh and ridiculo 
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(4). 
who could diſprove them ? whereas to ſwear circumciſion again(b/ 
a man, unleſs the caſe had been — ſo, was the greateſt folly; 
in the Univerſe, and if ever I repent, I ſhall put it among - my Re-| 
tractations. Every Midwite or Matron, nay, in this knowing age al 
raw Girl of Thirteen can tell whether ſuch an allegation be true,but I 
may thank the Devil, or if the Devil and a certain Noble perſon} 
may be put together without a Scandalum Maznatum, T may thank® 
- a certain Lord too for m_—_ me into this misfortune, who makes? 
good the Proverb, that all miſchief com:s out of the North. Thus? 
as I ſaid before, the Devil or a certain Lord ow'd me a Spite, and: 
as in Adam of Paradiſe all fell, {oF particularly fell in Adam of Dates.) 
Place, but if I could have ſeen two yards before me, I had never! 


meddled with that oze ezed Philiſtian, for he prov'd the firſt ſtep to? 


my ruine. Therefore I wou'd adviſe you, my beloved, when you are. 
reſolved to give a man acivil lift out of this tranſitory World, that.? 


.you wou'd have more diſcretion than to ſwear Circumciſion, or any 3 
iuch palpable matter againſt him, becauſe a Jury may ſoon know! 
whether your Teſtimony be true ; but let your Evidexce relate to, 
things not. Seen, as Treaſonable words, and Treaſonable Diſcourſes, 


and if you ſtand Buff to ſuch a Charge, *twill be impoſſible to convict ! 
yon ot falſity. It was the ſaying of a great Politician, that as eve-. 


ry man was not fit to. Swear, ſo every thing was not fit to. be ſworn :.* 
For an Evidence, if he hopes to thrive upon his Trade, ought to-# 
have ſeveral qualifications. [mprimis, he ought to havea Corinthi- | 
an fore-head, for ſince he muſt expe to meet abundance of Enemies } 
inthe world, *ris requiſite he ſhould be armed accordingly to fence | 
againſt them. ?Tis a common ſaying that Diamonds cut Diamonds, | 
- why then (tould not Braſs be. repelled by Braſs.? Secondly; he | 
ought to have. a never-failing memory, for Beloved, *tis: the Devil 
upon two ficks for an Evidezce to be caught in two different ſto-"* 
ries; but in caſe of a defett here, Thirdly, he ought to have?a: never-.} 


failing invention to bring him off of the hooks again, when his me- 
mory leaves him the lurch.. This was once my own. caſe, Brethren. 
I was asked: at the Council whether I knew Coleman or no; _ 'Ta 
which I replied in the affirmative. Soon after a Gentleman was 
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brought ito the room, and they asked me. whether I had. a 
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3 condeſcend to your weak capacities, you may be pleaſed to obſerve 

} that all things may be divided into the following, Branches. . Firſt, . 
1 ſomethings may be heard that cannot be Seen, as an Eccho.. We hear-- 
| the reflexion of the ſound, but don't ſee it. We hear likewiſe of 


-'on this {ide of the Globe. I am ſure the man that wou'd®” {wear he 


C.q ) | 


ſeen him before. Nofaid T, he's an abſolute ſtranger to me; Why 
ſays one of the Counſellors, this is Mr. Colemay, *Tis even ſo re- 
plied I, but that confounded Candle there glared fo in my face that 
it made me miſtake; and beſides, the Gentleman has a White 
Wigg on now, whereas he wore a Black one when I was with 
him, and that occaſioned me to falter a liztle. Fourthly, an Evidence 
ought to be Maſter of an 7ſuperable obſtinacy,, otherwiſe T wou'd 
not give a braſs Farthing for him. My-Brother Bedloe, whonow is | 
in the boſom of the two Elders, that ſwore againſt Suſarrah, was a 
Heroe in this particular.” He confirmed upon his Death-bed all that 
he had ſworn to, and pawned his Salvation upon the truth of it, Tn. 
ſhort, he died as hard as a brick-bat, whereas that puny Milk- 
ſop Prance, {wore back-ſtroke and fore-ſtroke about the Antipendi- 
ums and Silver-ſcrues, about the Murder of Sir Edmanbury Goafry, Fc. 
and owned himſelf by h:s own voluntary Confeſſion to be a damn'd 
relenting Villain, and was rewarded accordingly; that is. to ſay, he. 
was rejeQted by the Party whonr he {wore againſt, as likewiſe by 
thoſe he was converted to. In ſhort, my Beloved, if a man cannot. 
attain to theſe four qualifications, he had as good cry Matches and 
Brooms about the ſtreet, or fet up for a Chimny-ſweaper, as well as. 
pretend to be an Evidexce. So much by way of digreſſion.. To: 
return now to the buſineſs in hand, I come next to prove. 

Thirdly, That there are many thing3 talked of in the world, that were - 
zever ſeen, Upon this Head, were I minded to launch out into my 
Metaphiſics, which 1 learned at Sa/amanca, I ſhowd carry. the Con-- 
troverſie ſo far out your reach, that you wou'd ſoon looſe it, but to. 


honeſt Courtiers, and honeſt Churclti-men, but they were never ſeer: 


ever ſaw any ſuch Monſter, will ſwear to more than dare, tho i 
perhaps I have ſwor» more than any man. in Exrope.. Sccondly, 
joe things may be ſeen, that canyot be heard, as dumb a Woman, bur: 
Reloved, I muſt tell you, by theby, thata dumb Woman is next too 


S.. 


_ 
" 
A ee nn "_ 


© but had more tongue than I thought came to 


gether. My Father Sawmme! O 


a Miracte. T cou'd never meet with a Woman y- inall my Travels | 


ſome things may be both ſeen and beard,as a Scolding Wite. Heaven grant Þ 
that we have not too many of that ſort in this righteous Congregati- * 
on. Laſtly, ſomethings are neither to be ſeen nor heard, asfor inftance,- | 
the Muſic of the Spheres, ”and to go no farther, my forty thouſand 7 
Spanish Pilgrims with their black Bills. Having as I take it fuffi- | 


ciently cleared this point, Inow proceed to make out my laſt Propo- 4 


fition, which was, 


Fourthly, That a» Evidence, and through him any Nation may, | 


221ay, ought to believe in things not Seen. There are ſome perſons 1 * 


the world ſo extremely difficult and hard to pleaſe, that they will 2 * 


believe nothing, but what falls under the cognizance of their ſenſes. 
A true Cheapſide-Husband will never believe that his Wife has cor- : 
nuted his Fore-head, unleſs he finds her and the Gallant inbed to- 7 
es the Weaver, (and what 7 
mortal man is exempt from humane frailties) was of this Kidney, } : 
as it appears by a ſtory of him in Edward's Gangrena, and was for ſeeing, | 
and not believing. He was Spiritual direQtor to ſome Godly Wo. : 


men, and carried them to the River near Chelmsford, to ſee them ' * 


waſh off original Sin, and be Baptiſed. One of the Company, who * 


was more ſhamefac'd than the reſt of rhe Siſterhood, after ſhe had © 


undreſſed herſelf to go and waſh, laid both her hands upon her Nu- : 
dities to cover them, one hand it ſeems not being 7 enough to |} 
do it: But my Father S«»:, who was reſolved to a all or nothing, 7 * 
as you will find in theaforeſaid Book, made her take off her vin } 
teous hands, and when that was done, he went on with the Cere- 
'"mony, 'This, I ſay, is the Cafe of moſt men ; they will truſt their 5 
Faith no farther than they can ſee it: but I wou'd fain know whether # 


- an-Evidence is beholding to a Nation, if they will believe no more# 


of his Narative, than what they have ſeen with their Eyes. 
A true Evidence will trump up ſeveral things that were never ſeen, | 
and it may be, that were never heard of, and if they have a mind} 
to be ſaved by him, they muſt . depend upon his veracity, and ask} 
no more queſtions. But, Alas! this is a very ungrateful World we! 
have to deal with, {o that if it were not for the private rs | 

FE - | which 


er ſhare, Thirdly, | 


\ 


#z 
# which every good. Evidence feels within his own breaſt for doing 
? a National Service, he would much ſooner take up with the ſcur- 
. # vy employment of a Hog-driver. For, is it not a ſad thing, dearly 
' # Beloved, that where a man generouſly offers to hang half for a Kin 

_ # dom, and conſequently to eaſe it of a World of troubleſome fer. 
| 3 lows, that are a burden to it, he ſhow'd be brow beaten by a ſawcy 
' # Judge, or croſs-examined by any of your impertinent Counſellors 
| that will have an Oar in every man's Boat, and at laſt, for twelve 
| 1lliterate Raskals, call'd the Jury, to bring 1n the Bill Jexoramw: for- 
{ ſooth, after a man has been at the expence of contriving and tack- 
Ing. together a plauſible ſtory, and perhaps ſwore till he is black in 
the Face ? I wou'd have hanged Sir George Wakemen, and the Popiſh 
Lords, and Par/og Eliot, and a thouſand more that I cannot think of 
at preſent : But the Government I thank them, were ſuch tools as 
to obſtrudt my deſigns. * For my part, I did all that lay in thepo- 
: wer of an Evidence to do, but ſome perſon that ſhall be nameleſs, 
; wou'd not let me go through ſtitch with my work, and therefore 
if Popery is not ruined, root and branch, they have none to blame but 
themſelves. They would not reverſe my Sentence wnen it might 
have been for the common advantage, and when my Friends ſoli- 
Cited it : So now I don't care a groat if it continues on till to theend 
: of the Chapter, for tho? perhaps T may not meet with my due reward 
| in this World, yet thoſe that throaghly kgow me, fay, I ſhall cer- 
; tainly find it in the next, | | 

. Having, I preſume, cleared theſe four points to your fatisfaQi- 
7 on, give meleave to fay a word to ſome Objections that may be rai- 
2 ſed, either againſt the Truth of my Evidencing, or the freedom of 
3 my Language, in calling a Spade a Spade : Or, Laſtly, againſt my 
z leaving the Church of £x2/aza, whereof I have profeſſed my ſelf to 
} be a Member ſeveral years, to return to the Religion of my Fore- 
7 fathers, and joyn my ſelf with the Brerhren of the Anabapriſt per- 
# ſwaſion. 

| Obje&.the Firſl, If, Door, your Evidc:1ce was true ? ſay theſe 
; Gentlemen, how came it about then, that among ſo many Prieſtsand 
Papiſts of ail ſorts that you hanged, not one of them ſhould own the 
s Crime for which he was brought to the Gallows ? but make a per- 
| ps | | pendicular 
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vis Upholſterer, and ſow Cuſhions to the Elbows of iniquity, tho? 


($8) 
pendicular leap to Hell with a lie in his mouth : whereas, fay they, 
in George P — r*s Plot, all of them had the Grace to confeſs the 
fat for which they died. 12! | 
To this I anſwer, Firft, Ir is plain from Swarez, Eſcobar, and 
the whole Herd of their Caſuiſts, that a Roman Catholick may 
equivocate and perjure himſelf for the good of the Church. This I 
take to be ſo notorious a truth that I defie any Raskal of a Jeſuit 
to deny it. But People will reply, If this is the ftanding Do&trine ſt 
of that Communion, how came Uharzock and Rookwood to be with- Þ VE 
out it? or why ſhould they ſqueak any more than their Predeceſ- IO 
fors. Therefore I affirm, Secondly, That the ſeaſons have been {6 | Þ: 
confuſed an ddifturbed, and bd ever fince the lage Earth-quake, | W 
that as that great Phileſopher Mr. Flamſted believes, perhaps the | A 
Axis of the Earth is not where it formerly ſtood. So then, if ſo | © 
ſolid -a body as the Earth has been removed from its center, what | 2 
wonder is it if the Church, which is compoted of weak, wavering, | Þ1 
uncertain men, has likewiſe varieda little from its principles. I coutd ec 
have wiſhed indeed, that-all, or at leaſt ſome of my Raskals had done |} 1Þ 
"m fame as Captain P + 7's Rognes have done, for it might | at 
ave ſerved to corroborate. my ' Evid: nce : however, its my com- | W 
fort that the Nation believed me without it, and as we find itin | tÞ 
the Text, Faith is the Evtdei-C2e of things not ſeen, ca 
Objett, the Seco7d. But, Door, if you are a ſincere Chriſtian, 
fay they, why then don't you take more care.to clap a Padlock up- | he 
on that unruly member your Tongue * Why do youcall Rogues and 
Raskals fo plencifully, fince the Goſpel tells us, that the man that u- [ St 
ſes this Pagah Language, even to his Enemies, will be troubled for't'f 
hereafter ? | | | 
The anſwer tothis is eaſie and plaiy. We muſt ſo interpret Scrip- | W 
ture, as not to make one part of '1t claſh with another. Now weare dc 
poſitively commanded in ſeveral places to ſpeak the trath of all 
"2 6, ſo that if a great man at Court, or a Prelate in the Church ] OU 
pen to be Raskals, pray whoſe faultjis it to give them their true } 


titles? My Father San we/ was in honeſt Weaver, and his Son Tits | th 
here will be Crucified over and over before he will turn the De- 7 = 
] 


IT 
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t wears a Star and Garter. Beſides, when this Precept of not cal. 
ling our. Brother Fool, and fo forth, was given, the Church was bu* 
it's Cradle or Infancy, and if it had any Rogues, they were but 
little diminitive ones, whereas the Church is now grown'to Wo- 
an's Eſtate, and conſequently many of- jts Children have- arriv'd 
to their full Stature 1n Raskality, and this I take to be the Caſe. 
The third, and, as they imagine, the-moſt terrible ObjeQtion is | 
ſtill behind. For, -Doctor, ſay theſe Gentlemen, pray do us the fa- 
vour to. tell us what Church you belong to, that we may know where 
to find you. Firſt you were a'plain:Primitive Proteſtant of the Ana- | 
{ baptiſt Cut. Then you faced about-to the Religion then in faſhion, 
went to the Univerſity, and took Orders 1nthe Church of Exgland, 
After that, you made a Trip to St. Qmers and Salamanca, {wallows- . 
ed the:Euchariſt as glibly as your Father did the Scorch Covenant, 
and were a moſt zealous Papift. .This wou'd not fatisfie your turn, 
but in a few years, you veer'd about to the old Point, and hang- - 
ed all the Prietts and Jeſuits that came in your way. Then you 
ſhowed-a ſtrange warbling in'your Guts to bea Presbyterian. Now 
at laſt you herd among the Anabaptiſts on Syxays, but all the week 
wear the ungodly Livery of the Eftabliſh*'d Church : So that, ſay 
they, you are a perfect riddle and myſtery to us, ard the Devil only 
can tell where to have you. | 
To this heavy charge T reply, that ever ſince I knew my right 
# hand from my left, I carefully obſerved the Golden Rule of being itt | 
; to allmen, thatT might gain ſome—— mony. Asfor my going to . 
St. Ozers, and pretending to bea Profelyte to their Church, *twas a . 
meer trick of Youth, and no- more, I only did it with a deſign to fa-. 
thom their dark Intregues, and if poſſible to break the neck of them, 
which I think T perfealy perform*d, for I trufs'd up theit Prieſts by 
z dozens. Inconſideration of theſe Services, the Nation gave mea title . 
not inferiour-to that of the greateſt Heroes, and call d me their Savi- 
7 our, and Deliverer, If Papiſts will equivacate with us Proteſtants, 
5 why ſhould not we Proteſtants turn their equivocating Canon upon 


; them, and maul them with their own Arms, Judith cut off Hole; 
; how ?. ith h Sword I 0 
j ferrers Head, but how ? ' not with her own Sword I trow, becaute 


ihe wasa Woman, and wore none, but-with Holofernes's own tilter, - 
and 
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and yet we find her commended for it. But then ſay they, if it had 

- been your luck to have trooped off when you lived in ag Idofarroug 
Communion, whar had become of you then? Why | perhaps T had! 
been damned, but what ofallthat *. If Thad a mind to hazard the go. 

' ing to the Devil, in order to fave. the Nation, I humbly conceive 
they ought to thank and not reproach- me for it. | Tam ſure- a-great? 
Miniſter has ſince done the ſame, and made me the compliment tos 
follow my Copy. To conclude, I have at laſt thought fit my Belo# 
ved, to ſettle among you, 1n obedrenge to the Apottles command,” 
Try all things, and hotd faſt that which is good : for really I find the? 
-men of your perſwaſion are good, and the women are good, and! 
likewiſe your refreſhmentsand Collations are good, yea exceeding! 
good. In the next place my. Father was one of you, and like an! 

| obedient Son, I am returned to his way of worſhip, and this: 
I nature teaches the very Inſects. Obſervea Summer fly in May, and! 
Wit after he has flown and buzzed about fer ſome time, you will find: 
[1% him at laſt by downright inſtin&t, as it were ſettle in the original: 
Cowturd, where he was hatched. And be not ſcandalized I be-! 
ſeech you, that on the week-days I wear the rag of the Church.; 
Il} The malicious world tells a thouſand lies of me, bur I value them! 
not. 'Thus they formerly charged me with rhe fin of Rigbeiſm (as! 
they now call it ) and to ſtop their mouths, - I was forced to marry, 
and yet theſe cenſorious perſons are not ſatisfied with my Join 
but {11 give out that I am for theold Sport, becauſe forfooth, T' 
| , have ſtruck nevera Child ſince out of my Wives Body, not confide- | 
ring-thatT am too Fat and Corpulent for that Drugefy, Now if on 
| the weekday I appear in the Canonical equipage, ris only done} 
with an intention to diſgrace it. They whipt my ſides for me, andTI | 
have no other way to requite them for't, but. by wearing their ha- | 
bit, in order to bring them into Diſgrace and Contempt, which ' 
that it may. happen to them, let us all Pray, andevery one of us lend | 
x hand, to bring abogit ſo ptous a Work. : 
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